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Abstract
The objectives of this study are to study the

origins and expansion of social networks in the southern
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border provinces involving people who migrate to work in
Malaysia and also explore the roles of those peoples’
social networks regarding migration to work in Malaysia.
Data were collected by interviewing using a questionnaire.
The study was conducted in destination areas in four

northern states of Malaysia. The population sample was

people who live in the southern border provinces of
Thailand, namely Songkhla, Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat and

Satun and who migrated to work in Malaysia.

This study finds that the origin of the social
networks of migrants who went to work in paddy rice
farming and in food shops arose from links with kin in
Malaysia and also the cultural similarity of the migrants and
the people in Malaysia who both speak Malayu and believe
Istam. Beyond this, marital relations with Malaysian citizens
make the social networking of migrants larger and more
complex. The roles of social networks have influence on
the three stages of migration: pre-migration, the act of
migration, and post migration. In pre-migration, social
networks both at the origin and the destination areas, are
sources of information about work positions in Malaysia and
also provide help in getting jobs. In the act of migration
stage, social networks help by ensuring that the movers get
to the job site in Malaysia. For the post migration stage in
destination  areas, social networks help provide
accommodation and food as well as medical care for
migrants.

Migrants who work in food shops mostly are
working in Malaysia without work permit which is a violation
of Malaysian law. They are at risk of arrest by the police in
Malaysia. The pertinent agencies of the Thai Government
should help solve this problem in cooperation with the

Malaysian Government.

Keywords: social network, International labour migration,

southern border provinces, Malaysia
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