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Eco Tourism and Communities along the Khek River, Amphoe Wangthong, Phitsanuloke Province.
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Abstract

This study aimed at (1) studying the community background
and ways of life before and after the adventure of the tourism
industry; (2) examining the impacts of tourism on the change of
ways of life; (3) comparing the provision of current rafting tours
to eco-tourism management; and (4) searching the suitable
eco-tourism management for the community. The subjects were
people along the Khek River, Amphoe Wang thong. The data
were collected by in-depth interview.

The results of the study reveal that Khek Community was
officially established in 1967 and remained unchanged until 1994
prior to the advent of the eco-tourism. The tourism entailed at
least two communities, Poy Waterfalls and Pak Yang (Ban Sup
Jareon) respectively. Poy Waterfalls Community is famous for its
beautiful, adventurous waterfalls, recreation area, picture-taking
village, and sightseeing. Pak Yang, meanwhile, is famed for its
rafting tours along the Khek River. The tours are organized and
managed by members of the community.

As long as the economic change is concerned, the
community remains largely agriculturally dependable. However,
it increases its extra income from the tourism industry. It also
maintains the relationship among the community members via
religious events and cultural traditions. Although Khek Community
has been rich in flora and fauna and marine lives, it is prone to
experience such changes due to modern development and

ecological transition. Lastly, the community should get involved
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in tourism planning as the rafting tours on the Khek River is
currently promoted, which will have an effect on their ways of life.
Keywords : Khek River, Small and Micro Community
Enterprise, Eco Tourism, Local People ways of life, Phitsanulok

Province
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