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The Group Establishment Process of the Sufficiency Economy Agricultural Group in Accordance with

New Theory Agriculture
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Abstract

The objectives were: 1) to study the process of
forming a group; 2) to try out the process of forming a group
to use; 3) to evaluate the process of forming a group.
Population is farmers in San-sai district. Sample consists of
members of the New Theory Agriculture group at Baan
Jedee Maekhrua for 30 people and farmers at Baan Palan
for 30 people. The results showed that:

The New Theory Agriculture group at Baan Jedee
Mae-Khrua has established since 1996, passing 2 steps of
group establishment; group formation and implementation
steps. For the establishment process of the Sufficiency
Economy Agricultural group at Baan Palarn in the formation
step, agricultural problems of the community had been
analyzed. It was found that the community could not be
self - reliant on inorganic farming and people in the
community had to seek for an alternative for solving the
problems. They eventually grouped themselves aiming at
solving the economic problem and shifting from inorganic
to organic farming. For group implementation, the farmers
had learned about the sufficiency economy and the New
They
agricultural activities, and other activities focusing on unity

Theory  Agriculture. joined educational tours,
reinforcement and participatory actions. Besides, the group
had divided group activities into 7 groups which each group
could be used for supplementary income and agricultural
capital support.

Baan Palan had developed into recruitment step by
mutual agreement process of group members or farmers
who live in others Tambon in San Sai district. They agreed
to establish a clear plans and objectives of; recruitment,
work preparation, working process, estimated result, and
improvement then distribute to farmers in each Tambon to
put into practice. However, the expanding of farmers’
network was ineffective because many farmers failed to
carry out their tasks.

There was only Baan Palan group that succeeded
reached

and continually into a stage of “Power is

harmony”. The group and external institutions cooperated

325



M3UTEPIVING NTARWIDUUNTGIEY 2556 ATIN 3

“quUynTiDddiu FIUTINNTHALIUTEYANUTEU” 9-10 WouAAY 2556

to define problems and categorized problems to external
institutions in order to solve those problems. Then the
group distributed tasks to farmers or group activity
representatives to ask for help from those external
institutions. The group could initiate “the power is
harmony” but the group must promote more power.

The group capability, Baan Palan was initiated from
all aspects in the Sufficiency Economy that were sufficiency,
reasonability, and building up immunity. For internal factors,
there were community leader and members fulfilled duties,
group
implementation, and needs for social recognition. For

members’ participation, planning and

external factor, there were supports from external
institutions, supports from governmental agencies, providing
knowledge and ethic.

The benefit of group integration were; economic
aspect, farmers earned more income; social aspect, there
were a community stage where farmers and others acquired
knowledge by collective learning, community strengthen,
and cultivation of democracy; environmental aspect were
farmers used organic farming instead of chemical farming
which help to reduce pollution problems.

Keywords: Group Establishment Process, Sufficient Economy

Farmers Group, New Theory Agriculture
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