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Abstract
This study is a part of the research project
entitled “Study of
Community on Yasothon Labor Force”. It was aimed to

Impact from ASEAN Economic

investigating and analyzing the impact of ASEAN Economic
(AEC)

province. Research was conducted by Exploratory Mixed

Community of tourism laborers in Yasothon

208

Methods Design.
qualitative research. Qualitative data were collected via in-

First phase of research started with

depth interviews as well as by participatory and non-
participatory observations with 10 key informants who were
tourism laborers. Purposive sampling was used to select the
key informants with suggestion of local experts. Follow with
quantitative research, quantitative data were collected via
structural interview with 40 samples by purposive sampling
with suggestion of local experts. Data analysis was contents
analysis by the program of ATLAS.ti for qualitative data
and descriptive statistics analysis for quantitative data.

The qualitative results indicated that most of
tourism laborers in Yasothon think that AEC was related
to commercial, investment, business of ASEAN countries,
and remote issue. Some of them never heard or unknown
about AEC. But, most of them think AEC will affect them.
This correlates to our quantitative investigation which
indicates that laborers’ perception was unclear about AEC
(72.5%). Also, 22.5 percents of them never heard on AEC.
The perception in AEC effect was in level of medium and
high, 37.5% in each level.

Keywords: perception of impact, ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC), tourism laborers
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