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Abstract

Community based-tourism (CBT) has recently
gained popularity because of the factors such as
community’s way of life, product and participation.
Likewise the case of Tha Nam Kham Pob, Tha Yang
District, Phetchaburi
destination that has just existed in April 2012 but
gradually become more famous. Hence, this research

Province, the new community
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aims to study and analyse the potential of Tha Nam
Kham Pob by SWOT analysis in the form of CBT and give
the following proposal those strengths in the aspect of
uniqueness and community culture from SWOT analysis
in order to assess the potential of CBT in Thailand in the
context of ASEAN Economic Community (AEC). This

research used documentary studies and in-depth
interview which had 100 samples of locals, local
entrepreneurs and tourists. Thematic analysis was

subsequently used to analyse data and provided results
as SWOT analysis. The results revealed that strengths of
community were the community participation and the
planned structure by academic scholars, while the
weaknesses were the limitation of foreign/English
Language and the attitude of some residents expected
the destination becoming larger to service large numbers
of tourists. Opportunities were represented as the
distribution of community’s income and accessible
the with

communities. The suggestion for benefiting community

route. Threat was competition similar
was English skills training for communication in order to
improve residents to prepare for AEC context. Moreover,
residents need to be educated in sustainability context
that community needs to retain in small scale in general
because they can represent the charm of Thai way of
life notably. In contrast with larger scale that community
involvement will be more difficult and benefits will not

accrue community.

Keywords: ~ Community — based  tourism,  strong
community, Thai way of life, ASEAN Economic
Community
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