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Creation and management of a database for the Wisdom of the City Water Strategy in the

Ayutthaya period
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Abstract

Part 1: This research was the historical research
that studied and collected wisdom about digging canals
systematically through the Ayutthaya city, managing
water that seemed as the fortress against the enemies,
and using water for agriculture. This research studied
information from 1893 B.C. to 2310 B.C. because of
declining importance of Ayutthaya. After the second loss
of freedom of Ayutthaya, it became as a suburb directly
governed by Thonburi and Bangkok, respectively.
Secondary Source were collected from the archives, the
history books, text books, articles, documents, pictures
(History Test Bodies), the ancient maps, and exploring to
the real places which appeared in the many documents.
After that, these data were analyzed and synthesized
and compared with the current condition in the real
places. According to analyzing and synthesizing the
information on the water city strategy in Ayutthaya
period, it found that housings were built on the
landscape, a small island surrounded by rivers, and
outer areas were the flat plains all around. The map of
affected  the
management. Both inside and outside the city, water
With wisdom
water was used wisely for consumption related to the

Ayutthaya city system of water

was controlled properly in seasons.
daily life. With the strategy of water management, water

In flood

season, water was managed to the agricultural strategy.

was used as the fortress against the enemies.

Furthermore, water was used as the strategies of
waterway traffic, trades and habitations.
Part 2: The

opinions of people who have lived inside the city island.

survey research about the
The topics were concerned about the Ayutthaya identity
of the water city, the conservation and the restoration of
the water city, and the wisdom of the water
management. It found that most samples didn’t know
about the Ayutthaya identity of the water city, especially
about the history of Ayutthaya Island and the canals dug
for the water management in the island. However, most
samples knew about using water to protect the city from
the enemies and they knew that Ayutthaya was
On

topic of the conservation and restoration of the water

registered as the water city in the World Heritage.

city, most samples strongly agreed that the ancient
canals were very important to be improved and restored
systematically to sustainable conservation and historical
tourism.  On topic of the wisdom of the water
management, the samples strongly agreed that we
should use the old wisdom to deal with water at the
present time and combine the old wisdom with the

modern technology. In addition, the samples suggested
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that historical information about the water city of
Ayutthaya should be publicized widely so that the value
of the water city of Ayutthaya would be realized.

Part 3:To collect the information base about
the wisdom of the water city and publicize the historical
information in various ways, the researcher held the
conversion about “Krungsri people live and trade in the
river.” From this conversion, there were the old custom
and the belief in the river such as Royal ceremony of
chasing boats, Loy Krathong ceremony, and long boat
racing tradition. The folk tales about the river were
Prince Sai Nam Phueng and Princess Soi Dok Mak, and
the legend of the Chao Phraya River. In the participants’
opinions, this conversion was very useful and they were
able to get a lot of knowledge. Furthermore, the
information from the research was very useful for the
community also. The participants suggested that the
historical information should be included in courses of

schools and publicized more widely.
Keyword: Wisdom of the City Water Strategy
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