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Abstract
This article aimed to illustrate some cultural
differences between the Phu Tai and Tai Dam in Thailand,
Laos and Vietnam. The ethnic Phu Tai is part of the larger
‘Tai’ ethinic group inhabiting upper northeastern Thailand.
They can be found in large numbers in four provincial areas
of Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Kalasin and Mukdahan
of Thailand, as well as in Muang Pin, Muang Xepon, and
Muang Wang of Laos. Scholars specializing in the ‘Tai’
ethnic group usually say the ethnics Phu Tai and Tai Dam
are the same ethnic who share the same cultural traits and
language, which has been constantly claimed in academic
circles. The question has thus arisen as to whether the
ethnic Phu Tai in Thailand and Laos are the same ethnic as
Tai Dam in Vietnam since there appear to be some cultural
differences between the two groups. This study revealed
that the ethnic Phu Tai in Thailand and Laos had some
traits in linguistic and ritual culture which are different from
those found among Vietnam’s Tai Dam. It is therefore
premised that the ethnic Phu Tai of Thailand and Laos are
not the same ethnic as Vietnam’s Tai Dam.

Keywords: Phu Tai, Tai Dam, Cultural differences
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