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Communication in Bun Khao Chi Festival at Baan Don Yai and Preservation and Promotion for

Cultural Tourism
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Abstract

This qualitative research in which in-depth

interview and opinion survey were employed in
collecting data was aimed at studying the organization
for Bun Khao Chi festival that was the community
adoption of cultural reproduction to emphasize on
cultural tourism promotion. The procedure of the
activities may be adjusted or recreated in order to make
the activity become interesting and to achieve the goals.
However, from another point of view, the organization
may cause people to forget the peculiar identity, which
is the charm of a way of life and traditional culture;
whereas, community members of new generation or
foreign tourists do want to perceive this peculiar identity
through the preservation of Bun Khao Chi-ness (making
merit by offering grilled sticky rice cake to temple). Thus,
the organizers of the activities must study profoundly to
make the members in the community—while they
participate the activities—to become aware and
understand the meaning, including their own cultural
context, and must be able to culturally communicate

the core of culture through the activities, together with
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the ability to convey meaning and preserve the culture
in the community.

This research was a field study in which the
data were collected by using mainly participatory
observation and non-participatory observation in the
organization of Bun Khao Chi festival at Baan Don Yai,
including in-depth interview from related persons and
focus group. Moreover, the researcher also relied on
related documents and used descriptive analysis for
presentation.

The research findings found that for the
awareness and understanding of the meaning, the new
generation members in the community did not
understand the meaning of Bun Khao Chi and the
tourists had understanding differently from the past: the
meaning of the ceremony of removing one’s bad
fortune and apology to goddess of rice.

The abbot of Wat Keaw Rung Si gave the
meaning according to The Dhammapada ie., Lady
Punnathasi gave Khao Chi (grilled sticky rice cake) as
offerings to the Lord Buddha. This connotes the
Buddhist teaching about equality in the society: social
status has no relation with donation, and detachment
from things or food to eat. Offering Khao Chi to the Lord
Buddha made Lady Punnathasi become the first
enlightened woman.

The study results found that in preservation of
Bun Khao Chi festival activities at Baan Don Yai District,
the organizers still maintained religious ritual i.e., during
three days at five o’ clock there would be Buddhist
monks invited to pray and chant the Lord Buddha’s
stanzas, and in the morning of the fourth day, people
would offer Khao Chi to Buddhist monks. The
uniqueness of Bun Khao Chi was that villagers would
jigsaw Khao Chi into a giant size to communicate about
cooperation and unity among the villagers of Baan Don
Yai.

The research results also found that in the
promoting activities for the cultural tourism, the
organizers artistically innovated Khao Chi to make it
culturally more modern by adopting new tastes of Khao
Chi such as, Khao Chi with sweet stuffing and Khao Chi
with salty stuffing so that visitors could taste and join in

grilling their own sticky rice. However, the organizers still
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maintained Khao Chi sprinkled with salt in order to

preserve and continue Bun Khao Chi festival.
Keywords: Bun Khao Chi, Cultural Tourism
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