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Development of Tourism in Vang Vieng District, Lao PDR and Impact on the Community.
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Abstract

The key purpose of this article is to study and
understand the development of tourism and both its positive
and negative impacts on the community in Vang Vieng district
of the Lao P.D.R, which is based on the desk review of
relevant documentations and materials, field survey and
observation, and the content analysis of data collected. The
result from the study indicated that, prior the
implementation of the ‘open door’ policy, tourism in Vang
Vieng in general had been mainly for the purpose of visiting
relatives. The formal administrative and management of

tourism in Vang Vieng was only started in 2537, at Tham

Chang cave. Since then Vang Vieng district have witnessed
increased development of tourism destination and improved
public facility. In 2539, there were only 13 accom-modations
in the whole district. In the following year, a systematic
collection of tourist statistics in Vang Vieng was conducted for
the first time ever; and the result suggested that there were
only 4,468 tourists visiting Vang Vieng during the past one
year. Since the Lao Government opened the Lao Tourism
Festival, the tourism in the district in general has been
increasing rapidly. In 2553, there were 156,202 tourists and
significant increase in terms of destinations and options. In
2554, there were 105 accommodations, 102 restau-rants, and
significant number of tourism service units. In terms of
impacts from tourism, there have been positive impacts,
which include the improvement of the development of basic
infrastructure, increased income and employment for
community, and improved land use. On one hand, the
tourism in Vang Vieng has also brought some negative
impacts ranging from the pollution of water, for example of
the Song River, the noise pollution, the blockage of city view
from emerging buildings and new constructions, illegal drugs,
the transformation of local culture, certain development
problems, and increased income gaps; the aforementioned
concerns require direct attention and action from the local

administration authority.

Keywords: Development, Tourism, Impact.
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